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SUBCOMMITTEE PROPOSES PESTICIDE LAW CHANGES
For immediate release, Wednesday, July 27, 1994
WASHINGTON -- Comprehensive legislation to reform and update the nation's
pesticide and related food safety laws was approved on a voice vote Wednesday by the
House Agriculture Subcommittee on Department Operations and Nutrition.
"Since our hearings on this legislation back in early August of 1993, I have been
working patiently with all interested parties in an effort to take the best of all the proposals
before this Subcommittee and fashion a comprehensive package that would make the
necessary improvements in the current food safety and regulatory system," said
Subcommittee Chairman Charles W. Stenholm, D-Texas.
H.R. 1627, as amended and approved by the Subcommittee, would revise the
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rode.nticide Act (FIFRA), which provides the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) with authority to regulate the sale, labeling and
use of pesticide products through registration. It also amends the Federal Food, Drug
and Cosmetic Act (FFDCA) which provides EPA with authority to regulate pesticide
residues in food to ensure food safety. The Subcommittee bill incorporates various
proposals advanced in the introduced version of H.R. 1627 (sponsored by Reps. Richard
Lehman, D-Calif. and Thomas Bliley, R-Va. and cosponsored by 220 House members)
and the measure submitted by the Clinton Administration.
.
Key provisions in the Subcommittee-approved version of H.R. 1627 would:
•

Replace current, often lengthy adjudicative process used by EPA to cancel
a pesticide registration with a formal rulemaking and deadlines.

•

Promote research on Integrated Pest Management (IPM) techniques to
reduce the use of pesticides.

•

Expedite registration of "reduced risk" and "minor use" pesticides.
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•

Repeal out-dated Delaney clause which prohibits pesticide residues in
processed food if the chemical is shown at any dosage to cause cancer,
and replace it with a single, science-based negligible risk standard that
takes into account health, nutritional and consumer benefits.

•

Allow states to regulate the sale or use of any pesticide, but prohibits local
governments from imposing any requirements or regulations regarding
pesticides.

"The package of reforms adopted by the Subcommittee today makes tremendous
strides in preparing our food safety regulatory system for the 21st century. I applaud the
willingness of Chairman Stenholm to remain open to further discussion on numerous
topics. However, this is merely the first step in a long and difficult process. In the
meantime, I expect the Administration to remember this committee has demonstrated time
and again its confidence in the executive branch by incorporating considerable
discretionary authority into current law. I expect these authorities to be used to rGSolve,
not create, a crisis for our nation's farmers, ranchers and consumers," said Rep. Robert
F. Smith, R-Ore., the Subcommittee's Ranking Republican Member.

Summary of H.R. 1627
As Amended and Approved by House Agriculture
Subcommittee on Department Operations and Nutrition

Revisions to FIFRA
Cancellation: Replaces current adjudicatory hearing requirement with the following
formal rulemaking process for cancellation of the registration of a pesticide product:
1)
Requires validated test or significant evidence to initiate.
2)
Pre-notification to registrant.
3)
Registrant allowed 30 days to respond.
4)
Notice of proposed rulernaking issued 120 days later with 9<k:Iay
comment period.
5)
Request for a hearing within 15 days after close of comment period
which must be held within 60 days.
6)
90 days after close of comment period, Scientific Advisory Panel report
issued with reasonable time to comment.
7)
Final action not later than 1 year after the issuance of proposed
rulemaking.
8)
Petition procesS for amendment or revocation of final rule with a final
decision not later than 180 days after publication of the nOtice.
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Suspension: Allows EPA to issue an emergency suspension order before issuing
proposed cancellation rulemaking provided that the rulemaking is issued
expeditiously.
Reregistration/tolerance reevaluation: Requires EPA to reevaluate tolerances in
conjunction with the reregistration of pesticides under FIFRA.
Scientific Advisory Panel: Establishes a 6O-member scientific review board to assist
in reviews conducted by the Scientific Advisory Panel.
Integrated pest management: Requires EPA and USDA to research, develop and
disseminate IPM techniques that would help reduce the use of pesticides that pose
adverse effects.
Public health pesticides: Requires EPA to establish guidelines that take into
consideration the need for pesticides for public health uses and the benefits of such
pesticides.
Authority of states: Recognizes authority of states to regulate the sale or use of any
Federally registered pesticide to the extent that the regulation does not permit any
sale or use prohibited by FIFRA; however, specifically excludes local governments
from the definition of "state". Defines the term "local government" to mean any political
subdivision of a state. Specifically prohibits local governments from imposing any
requirements or regulations regarding pesticides.
Nitrogen stabilizer: Prevents certain nitrogen fertilizers from being inappropriately
labelled as pesticides if no pesticidal claims are made.
Antimicrobial and similar pesticides: Specifies requirements and procedures for the
expeditious and efficient registration of certain pesticides and antimicrobial products.
Requires EPA to coordinate and synchronize data requests from state and Federal
agencies to avoid unnecessary redundancy.
Collection of pesticide use Information: Directs USDA to collect information on
pesticide use by farmer surveys and other reliable data sources, and to provide such
information to EPA to assist in pesticide regulatory decisions.
Expedited review process: Creates an expedited review process based on
guidelines which reflect a reduced risk to man and the environment. Requires EPA to
survey the consumption of foods by infants and children in order to evaluate and
implement the recommendations of the National Academy of Sciences.
Minor use pesticides: Requires expeditious review of applications for registrations of
certain minor uses and provides other incentives for the maintenance of the
registration of minor uses. Defines "minor use" and allows the agencies to determine
appropriate data requirements for registration of pesticides for minor crops or minor
uses, and provide for additional exclusive use of data by registrants.
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Periodic review of registration requirements: Allows EPA to call upon a Scientific
Advisory .panel to request the review and reevaluation of data to support a class of
pesticide registrations to ensure they are conforming with current safety standards.
Label modifications: Gives EPA the authority to establish a streamlined process for
achieving "minor" label changes through notification and informal rulemaking.
Indemnification: Umits indemnification payments to claims that are made on or
before one year after enactment of the bill or 3 years after cancellation.
Enforcement: Broadens certain of EPA's enforcement authorities and increases civil
penalties for FIFRA violations.

and criminal

Exports: Allows EPA to prohibit the export of pesticides that have been canceled or
denied registration in the United States for health reasons.

Revisions to FFDCA
Definitions: Amends FFDCA definition of "pesticide chemical," and adds definitions of
"pesticide chemical residue" and "processed food."
Prohibited acts: Expands list of "prohibited acts" to cover disclosure of certain
confidential information.
Adulterated food: Modifies definition of "adulterated food."
Tolerances/exemptions for pesticide chemical residues: Eliminates application of
the Delaney clause to pesticide residues in processed foods, and establishes a single
negligible risk standard for pesticide residue tolerances in raw commodities and
processed food..
Generally requires EPA to set tolerances at a level which pose no more than a
negligible risk to public health and directs them to take into account health, nutritional
and consumer benefits, inclUding the impact of the loss of a pesticide on the
availability of an adequate, wholesome and economical food supply.
Establishes standards for granting tolerance exemptions; establishes a
procedures whereby any person may petition EPA to establish, modify or revoke a
tolerance or exemption; requires EPA to revoke or suspend tolerances consistent with,
and following, the cancellation or suspension of a pesticide's registration under FIFRA.
Provides for national uniformity of tolerances by precluding states from issuing
different tolerance limits on pesticide residues in food; would permit states to petition
EPA for approval of a different tolerance under certain circumstances.
Authorization for Increased monitoring: Authorizes increased approPriations for
FDA monitoring of pesticide residues on imported and domestic food.
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